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1. AKTyanHoct Ha paspaGoTBaHMA B AUCePTALUMOHHUA Tpya npobnem B
Hay4YHO U HayYHOMPUIOXHO OTHOLLEHUE,

MpeacrtaBeHuaT 3a obcbkoaHe AucepTaLVOHEH TPYyA € nOoCBeTeH Ha
n3cnensaHe Ha BNMAHWETO Ha AevHocTTa Ha GusHec OOLIHOCTUTE 3a YCTONYMBOTO
pasBuTUE Ha pervoHanHata WKOHOMWKA, KaTo OTNpaBHA TOYKAa 3a MOCTWraHe Ha
PeruoHasnHo ycTon4ymeo passutue.

B ycnosuata Ha AMHamMWYHO pasBUTME Ha MNpoLEcUTe Ha CcOnMKaBaHe u
NOBULLABAHE Ha KOHKYPEHTOCMOCOGHOCTTa Ha WKOHOMUKWUTE Ha CTPaHUTE YMHKA Ha
EBponeiickis Cblo3 HEMWHYEMO BL3HWKBA W BBLMPOCHLT HA 3ana3BaHe PErMoHarHoTo
pasHoOOpasne U 0cOBEHOCTUTE Ha PasBUTUETO Ha PErvoHUTE B OTAEMHUTE CTPaHMW.
Llenta € ga ce nocTurHe ycToM4MBOCT B pasBUTUETO HA PErYOHANHUTE MKOHOMUKN C
OTYeT Ha OcobeHoCTUTE W TpaguuMUTe B COLMAITHO-MKOHOMUYECKOTO, KyNTYpPHO M
TEPUTOPUANHO pasBUTME Ha Te3n pervoHn. AHanuaute obauye nokassaT, 4ye nwnceaT
NPOrpamHn AOKYMEHTW, ONWCaHW MOAENW, NPaKTMKM M WHOMKATOpM 3a OLEHKa Ha
BIUAHMETO N Bb3MOXHOCTUTE Ha OM3HEeC OBLUHOCTUTE B MpoLecuTe 3a MOCTUraHe Ha
YCTOYMBO pasBMTUE HA PETNOHMUTE.

Ha Tasn ocHoBa MoXe fa ce kaxe, Ye akTyanHocTTa Ha TemaTta e o60CHOBaHa
OT YeTUPW NpeanoCTaBKY:

1.BaxHocTTa Ha npobnema 3a YCTOMYMBOTO pasBUTUE HA PErvoHanHaTa
WKOHOMWUKA KaTo 3a obLUeCTBOTO, Taka 1 3a GU3HECa U Bb3MOXKHOCTUTE 3a OTKPOSIBaHE
Ha 3Ha4MMK OOLLECTBEHU, NONUTUYECKM U MKOHOMUYECKU npobnemu.

2. HapactBaHe Ha ponsTta Ha GusHeca u GusHec oBLIHOCTUTE B Mpoueca Ha
YCTOM4MBO Pa3BUTHE HA PETMOHNTE, B KOHTEKCTA Ha HEOGXOAMMOCT OT WHBECTULMM B
WHOBAaLIMK, TEXHONOMMW, PermoHasiHa KOHKYPeHTOCNocoBGHOCT 1 Ap.

3. Bb3MOXHOCTUTE 3a nNoO-e(HEeKTUBHO W3NON3BaHe HaMOAENM, NPaKTUKW W
(hHAHCOBM CPEACTBAa OT €BPOMENCKUTE (POHAOBE HACOYEHW KbM PEMVOHANHOTO

PasBuTUE U peanusMpaHeTo Ha pervoHanHn MonuTWKW B obracTTa Ha YCTOMYMBO
pasBuTHE Ha perMoHanHara MKOHOMUKa.



4. Heobxoaumu ca 3aabnboyYeHn HayyHU M3CneABaHna Ha Bb3MOXHOCTUTE Ha
BusHec oBLUHOCTUTE KaTo (haKTop 3a YyCTONYMBO PasBMTUE Ha pernoHanHara UKoOHOMUKa.

W3passiBam MHeHwe, Ye paspaboTBaHUAT B AUCEPTAUNOHHWUA TPYA npobnem,
KaKTO N KOHKPETHUTE 3afayn ca BbB BUCOKA CTEMEH akTyariHn 1 3Ha4YMMu B Hay4yHO U
Hay4HOMPWOXHO OTHOLLEHWE.

2. CteneH Ha no3HaBaHe CbCTOSHMETO Ha npobneMa U TBOpPYECKA
MHTEepnpeTauusa Ha NUTepaTypPHUA maTepuan.

[loKTOpPaHTLT No3Haea fobpe CbCTosHNETO Ha npobnema, 00eKT Ha uscneasaHe.
B AMcepTaUMOHHUS TPYA € NpeAcTaBeH 3aabnboyeHus nutepaTtypeH o63op, KOWTo
BkniouBa 105 u3TOuHWUM, OT KouTo 20 ca enekTpoHHW. OT nocoyeHusaT obw Gpoi
M3TONHUUM, 9 ca Ha Gbnrapckv esukn u 76 - Ha natuHuua. [Npasu BnevatneHue, 4e
npeobnagasalmAT Gpoi U3TOHMHULUM Ca Hay4yHWU cTaTumn W nybnukauum aHanusvpawm
pasrnexaaHua npobnem 1 BLNPOCK NPON3TUHALLM OT HETO OT NOCNEAHNTE rOANHMU, KOeTO
[0Ka3Ba No3HaBaHe Ha CbBPEMEHHOTO CbCTOsIHUE Ha npobnema.

B nbpBa rnaea ca pasriiejaHy OCHOBHM MOCTAHOBKA U ca NpeAcTaseHn GusHec
MOZErnM 3a YCTOWUMBO pasBuTHe Ha permoHanHarta ukoHomuka. MpoyysaHeTo ce Hasupa
Ha gocTaTbyeH KaTo obem, nobpe noabpaH n cuctemaTuanpaH emMnupuyeH marepuan,
cbobpaseH uenuTe 1 3aaadvnTe Ha n3cneaBaHeTo.

MpodecoHanHUAT ONUT Ha aBTopa Ha AUCEPTaUMOHHMS TPyA B obnacTTa Ha
MECTHOTO YNpaBreHue KaTo ekcnepT u aupektop Ha OBwmHcko npeanpusTtie (ot 2009
A0 2019 r.) u kaTo nsnbnHuTeneH aupekrop Ha CHL ,BusHecsT 3a Mnosaus® e owe egHo
foKkaszaTencTso 3a Ao6po no3HaBaHe Ha npobnemartukaTta Ha MECTHOTO ynpaeneHwe v
6usHec obLUHOCTUTE B permoHa Ha lNnosaue.

O6o6wasam: AnekcaHabp CrailkoB nosHasa npobnemaTtukara Ha
OVCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA, HasCHO € CbC CbBPEMEHHOTO | CbCTOsiHWME W pnobpe
NHTEpNpeTUpa NuTepaTypH1A MaTepuarn.

3. ChoTBeTCTBME HA M3DpaHaTa MeToAuKa Ha U3CrneBaHe C NnocraBeHarTa
Len U 3a4avu Ha AucepTauuoOHHUA TPYA.

MeTomonorusaTa u MeToamka Ha U3cnefBaHeTo e npeAcTaseHa BbB BTOpa rnaea
M TS € B CbOTBETCTBME C HeroBaTta uen. [IpUNOXEHWAT WHCTPyMEHTapuym naea
Bb3MOXHOCT fAa Ce MOKaXe ponsAta W BNUAHWETO Ha OGusHec oOLWHOCTUTE BbPXY
YCTONYMBOTO pasBUTUE HAa pervoHanHata ukoHomuka. MpeactaseH € 0boOLeH moaen
HAa W3CnedBaHeTO W OrepaLVoHEeH MOAEen Ha M3cneaBaHeTo, KoMTo ca cobcTBeHa
paspaboTka Ha QOKTOpaHTa.

OnucaHaTa MeToaMka W MOAenu Ha uscriefBaHe ca MeToauka W mogen Ha
yCMeLlHo peanusnpaH NpoeKT 3a aHanus.

LlenTta Ha AMCEpTaLMOHHWS TPYA € Aa ce Ce Npoyuu ponsta W AelHocTTa Ha
BGusHec OBLIHOCTUTE KaTO KNOYOB (haKkTop 3a YCTOWMMBO pasBUTUE Ha perMoHanHaTa

MKOHOMMKa Ha obnacT lMnosaue, Ha Ttasu 6asa aa e paspaboTeH KoHLEeNTyaneH moaen
3a NoBuLUABaHe Ha TAXHaTa MHOBaLWMOHHA aKTUBHOCT.

OcHOBHaTa Te3a, KOATO Ce 3aliuTasa B aucepraunsTa e ye, busHec obHocTuTe
B obnacTt lMnosavs MoraT Aa Cce pasrmnexgar Kato Ko4oB ¢akTtop 3a YCTON4YMBO
pasBuTUE Ha permoHanHaTa MKOHOMUWKA.

3a nocTUraHeTo Ha nocoyeHaTa LUen AOKTOPaHTHLT CU NOCTaBsA 3af4aun HacoueHu
KbM CUCTEMaTU3UPaHE Ha TEeOopeTMYecKUTe 3HaHMA 3a YCTOWYMBO pasBUTWE Ha
pervoHanHata WKOHOMUKA W BNUAHWETO Ha OusHec oOLWHOCTUTE BBPXY HEro;



aHanusnpaHe ponaTa Ha 61sHec 0BLUHOCTUTE 3a YCTOMYMBO pasBUTWE Ha perMoHanHara
WKOHOMMKA; pasrnexaaHe MogenvTe 3a yJactue Ha busHeca B npoueca Ha YCTONYUBOTO
pasBuUTUE Ha UKOHOMUKaTa; paspaboTBaHe Ha MeToaMKa 3a U3cneaBaHe Ha BNUAHUETO
Ha feilHocTTa Ha 6uU3Hec OBLLHOCTUTE BLPXY YCTOMYMBOTO pPasBUTHE Ha peruoHanHara
WKOHOMUKa; paspaboTBaHe Ha KOHLENTyaneH MoAen 3a noBullaBaHe WHOBALMOHHATA
aKTUBHOCT Ha busHec obLHocTUTE.

MpeameTsT W obekta Ha u3cnegBaHe ca  JIOTUMECKM CBBP3aHU ¢
nscneposarenckaTa Tesa opMynvMpaHuTe Len 1 sagadu.

Mpw nscnepsaHeTo ¢ AOKTOPaHTBLT M3non3ea Habop OT meToau W nogxoau -
CUCTEMEH N KOMMNEKCeH Noaxon, MeTofa Ha KabMHETHOTO uscneaBaHe, cbyeTaBaHe Ha
KONUYECTBEHW WU KayeCTBEHU MeToau, MeToAU 33 COLMONOrMYeckn uscnefeaHus B
4YaCTHOCT aHKeTeH MeTO[, CTaTUCTUYEeCKn MeToan 3a obpaboTka M aHanus Ha
VHopMaLmATa - AECKPUNTUBEH aHanu3 KopenauvoHeH aHanus, rpacduyeH aHanms, Tect
X2 Ha Pearson 3a npoBepka Ha XUNoTesn 3a Hanu4ne Ha BpPb3ka MEXAY KaTeropuitHu
NMPOMEHNUBY U APYTU.

PesyntaTtute ca nokasanu B 5 Tabnnum n 21 courypu.

CunTam, 4e nonyvyeHUTe pesynraTi, M3BOAW M OLEHKN ca 0OeKkTUBHa OCHOBa 3a
nocTuraHe Ha UenuTe 1 3afadunTe Ha uscneasaHeTo. PaspaboteHata MeToanyHa ocHoBa
W noaxoau oOcuUrypsBaT MW3NbJHEHWETO Ha UenTa W MNOCTaBEeHUTE 3afayn B
ANCepTaLMOHHUA TPYA.

4. Kpatka aHanuTM4Ha XapakTepucTMKa Ha eCTeCTBOTO M OLieHKa Ha
AOCTOBEPHOCTTA Ha MarTepuana, BbpPXy KOWTO ce rpagAT NpPUHOCUTE Ha
AUCepTaLMOHHUA TPyA.

CTpykTypaTa Ha guceprauusTa e cbobpaseHa ¢ nsbpaHara metoauka. MpoekTsT
Ha OucepTauWoOHeH TpyA BKMOYBA: BbBEAEHWE, TPWU TMaBW, 3aKNiOYeHWe, CrMUCHK Ha
MPUHOCKTE, CNCHK HA M3NOn3BaHaTa nuTepatypa, W efHO npunoxeHue ¢ obuy obem
170 cTpaHuyw.

B nbpea rmasa uypes npeactaBeHaTa TeopeTudHa OGOCHOBKa ca MokasaHu
YMEHUATa Ha AOKTOpaHTa Aa npasu nutepatypeH o63op, Aa paboTn ¢ HopmaTUBHM
AOKYMEHTH, Aia NOKaXke OCHOBHATA CLLUHOCT Ha KniovosuTe noHsTus. MpeacrasaHeTo Ha
TEOPETUYHMA MaTepuarn, 3ano3HaBaHeTo C HAKOW TEOPETUKO-MEeTOA0NOMMYHN Npobnemu
Ha YCTOWYMBOTO PasBUTME HA perMoHanHaTa WKOHOMMWKA, CbLIHOCTTa W ponsaTa Ha
pasBUTUETO Ha OusHec oOLWHOCTATE ca MoOAXOA4SLWA OCHOBA HA EMMUPUYHOTO
uscnensaHe, NpeacTaBeHo B rnaea BTopa v TpeTa.

BbB BTOpa rnaea ce nposiBsiBa KOMMETEHTHOCTTA Ha [OKTOPaHTa, KOSATO MY
no3sosisiBa [ja Hanpasu aHanu3 Ha ponsta Ha GusHec OOLWHOCTUTE B NOCTUraHETO Ha
YCTONUMBO pa3BUTUE HA pPernoHanHaTa MKOHOMMUKA.

B Tasum rmaBa ca nokasaHW B CUCTEMATU3VWPaH BWA W3NON3BaHUTE B
nscneaBaHeToO METOAONOMMA, METOAUKA MU NOAXOAWN Ha U3CneaBaHeTo, U3TOYHUUNTE Ha
WHopMauws, NHCTPYMEHTapPUYMbT, Ha GasaTa Ha KoMTO ca paspaboTeHn modenuTe 3a
aHanus “ OoNTUMMU3aUMS Ha MPOLIECUTE, HAaCOYEHW KbM YCTOWYMBOTO pa3BUTME Ha
pernoHanHata uwkoHomuka. [NpeactaseHa e nogpobHa xapaKTepucTMKa Ha aHKeTHWS
METOZA W NpOBEASHMTE NONY-CTPYKTYPUPaHW UHTEPBIOTa 3a Npoy4YBaHe Ha MHEHMETO Ha
BusHeca ot peruoH Mnosaus.

B TpeTta rnasa aBTOpbLT NpeAcTaBs OCHOBHUTE BU3HEC OopraHuW3auun B PErvoH
MnoeAwB, KpaTbk CoUManHoO NKOHOMUYECKM NPOGUI HA PErMOHa, KOTO € BaxeH thaKTop



npu CcbLOMPaHETO Ha EeMnUMPWYHMTE [AaHHW U TEeXHWA aHanus B KOHTEKCTAa Ha
u3cnefBaHeTo Ha aKTyanHoTo ChCTOAAHME Ha pernoHanHaTta MKOHOMUKa U e paspaboTeH
SWOT aHanus Ha pernoH lNnoeame. Ha Tasn ocHoBa ce paspaGoTBa KOHLUeNnTyaneH
Mofen 3a MHoBaTMBHaTa akTUBHOCT M e(PEKTMBHOCTTA Ha BusHec oBLHOCTUTE.

OvpenuuTe rnaeu 3aBbpliBaT C W3BOAM, CMEACTBME OT pesynTaTUTe Ha
n3cnenBaHeTo.

B saknioueHneTo ca cuctematnanpanu 14 ocHosHK Gapuepw npep yCToiumMBoTO
passuTue 3a BnsHeca B pervoH MNnosaus.

KaTo kpaeH pesynTtaTt Moxe fia ce kaxe, 4Ye LOKTOPaHTLT nokasea Ao6py YMeHus,
CONMMAHWU NpPakTM4YEeCKW MO3HAHMA U CMOCOGHOCT 3a CaMOCTOSTENHO Hay4yHOTO
uscnensaHe v hopMynupaHe Ha TOYHU U3BOAU U NPENOPBKY.

5. Hay4Hun n Hay4yHONPUNOXKHU NPUHOCK HA AUCEPTALMOHHUA TPYA.

Mpuemam npefcTaBeHaTta cnpaBka 3a NPUHOCK OT AOKTOPaHTa, KOUTO MOraT aa
ce 0BOOLUAT U OLIEHAT KaTo Hay4YHU 1 HAayYHOMPUIIONKHM.

A/ Hay4Hu npuHocu:

1. Ha ocHoBara Ha 3apbn6oyeH npernes v aHanus Ha TeopusTa B obnacTra Ha
PErMoHanHoOTO YCTOM4MBO PasBUTHE 1 BIUAHNETO Ha G13Hec OBLLHOCTUTE BbPXY HEro ca
cUCTeMaTU3paHu OCHOBHUTE NOHATUA U KaTeropuu;

2. lNpeanoxeHo e paboTHo onpeaeneHne Ha NoHATUETO «BU3HeC OBLHOCTY:

3. lNpepcTaBeH TeopeTHeH MoAen, Nokaseall BpbakaTta Mexay Cb3faBaHeTo Ha
BraHec OBLHOCTM 1 YCTONHMBOTO Pa3BNUTHE HA pervoHanHaTa UKOHOMMKA.

4. PaspaGoteH e u e npeactaseH KoHuenTyaneH MoZen 3a OpraHusauus Ha
NHOBaLMOHHAaTa akTUBHOCT B Bu3Hec obLHocTUTE.

b/ Hay4Ho-npunoxHu npuHocu:

1. Mpunaraitku koMnnekcex CPaBHUTENEH aHanus U OTYUTaAMKU y4yacTUeTo Ha
OnsHec 0OOWHOCTUTE Ca OUEHEHW W MOKA3aHW BL3MOXHOCTUTE 3a pa3BUTME Ha
pernoHanHaTa MKOHOMMKA;

2. O6ocHoBaHN ca Bb3MOXHOCTUTE 3a NoAoGpsABaHE Ha YCTOMMMBOTO pasBUTME
Ha permoHa 4pes y4acTueTo Ha busHeca B GusHec obLHocTuTE.

6. OLeHKa 3a CTeneHTa Ha JIMYHOTO YYacTHe Ha AUCEPTAHTA B MPUHOCHUTE.

MNpodhecnoHanHUAT onuT Ha [oKTOpaHTa B 0bnacTTa MEeCTHOTO yNpaBneHue 1
ynpaeneHneTo Ha 6u3Hec OBGLUHOCTUTE AONPMHAcCA 3a BMUCOKATA CTENEH Ha MMYHO
y4acTue Ha aucepTaHTa B NOCOYEHUTE NPUHOCHK.,

7. MNpeueHka Ha nyGnuKauMnTe No AUCEPTALMOHHUA TPYA:

BbB Bpb3ka ¢ avcepTaumsaTa ca ny6nukyBaHu neT ctatuu. Tpu B CbaBTOPCTBO 1
ABE CamMOCTOATENHN Ha Obnrapcky esnk. OBWmMAT Gpoit TOUKW OT Tean nyGnukauun e
33,3, KOETO OTroBaps Ha HaLWOHANHUTE MUHUMASHN M3NCKBAHWUA 3a NPUCLXKOAHE Ha
OHC “nokrop* B MNMH 3.7 AOMUHUCTPaUMA 1 ynpasneHue.

8. UsnonspaHe Ha peaynTaTtuTe OT AUCEPTALMOHHMA TPYA B HayyHaTa W
couManHara npakruka.

Pesyntatute oT uscneasaHeTo MMaT MpaKkTUMECHa CTOMHOCT M MoraT ga ce
npunarat B AEAHOCTTa Ha OW3HeC ODOLUHOCTUTE B CTpaHaTa 3a NPEBPBLUAHETO UM B
3Ha4YMM PaKTop 3a YCTOMUMBOTO PasBUTUE HA PerMoHarnHaTa UKOHOMMKA.

9. OueHka Ha CHLOTBETCTBMETO Ha aBTopedhepaTa C M3UCKBaHMSTA 3a

U3roTBAHETO MY, KakTo M Ha apgeKBaTHOCTTa Ha OTpa3sieaHe Ha OCHOBHMUTE
MNOJIOXKeHUs U NPUHOCUTEe Ha AUCEePTaALMOHHUA TPYA.



MpepcraBeHnAT asTopedhepat € B 06em OT 32 CTpaHWULM TEKCT, CTPYKTYpUpaH B
2 yacTu ¢ 3 rnaBu BbLB BTOpa YacT B CLOTBETCTBUE CbC CTPYKTypaTa Ha AUcepTaLMoHHUsA
TPYA.

10. MHeHus, NnpenopbLKU U GenexKu.

KomnnekcHaTa Mu oLieHKa 3a AucepTauuoHHUS Tpya e, Ye Toi e paspaboTka, B
KOATO € noKasaHo p,OGpO nosHapaHe Ha MaTepuAaTa, KakKTo OT TeopeTUYEH acneKT, TaKka
W OT rnegHa Tovka Ha npakTuyeckarta i NpunoXXWMocT.

MpenopbknTe MK Ca CBbP3aHU C NonynsapusnpaHe Ha NPakTUYeCcKUTE HacoKn n
KOHKPETHUTE NPEANOXEHMA 3a NpeBpbLUaHeTo Ha BusHec obwHocTUTe BBB thakTop 3a
YCTOMUYNBO pasBUTUE HA perMoHanHaTa UKOHOMUKA U B PYrM PErMoHU Ha CTpaHaTa.

Wmaiiku npeasua BUCOKUST noTeHUWan Ha AucepTaHTa, npenopbyBaM CbLUO
3agbnboyaBaHe Ha ObgewuTe Hay4HW WscnegsaHus B obnactra Ha PasBUTMETO Ha
BucsHec o6LIHOCTUTE C ornea nognoMmaraHe Ha yCTONYMBOTO pasBUTHE Ha pernoHanHara
WNKOHOMMKA.

Mmam n egHa Genexka - Cuutam, 4e B 3aknyeHweto O6u TpsbGsano no-
KaTeropM4Ho ga ce npeacTaBy W3BOJA 3a NOCTUrHaTa LienTa Ha uscneasaHeTo U a ce
OYEepTasaT OCHOBHUTE HACOKW 3a ObAeLLo pasBuThe Ha uscneaBaHeTo.

11. 3aknouyeHue

Bb3 ocHoBa Ha HanpaBeHUs aHanus, fdasaM C nbnHa ybegeHocT W
kateropuyHocT MNMOJIOXWUTEJIHA oueHka Ha paspaboTeHus AUCepTauuoHeH Tpya W
npeanaraM Ha nouyuTaeMuTe YneHoBe Ha Hay4yHOTO Xypu Aa npucbau Ha AnekcaHabp
CraitkoB CTaiikoB obpasoBaTenHaTta M Hay4yHa cTteneH ,AoKkTtop” no ObnacTt Ha BuUcLie
obpasosaHue 3. CouumanHn, CTONAHCKM U NpaBHU Hayku; NpodecnoHanHo HanpasneHne:
3.7 AOMUHMCTPaUMA 1 ynpaeneHune, Hay4Ha cneunanHocT IkoHoMuKa 1 ynpasneHue .

Oata: 07.05.2024 r.
PeueH3eHT:
10ou. a-p vex. Hukonan Katpaupxues/
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1. Relevance of the problem, developed in the dissertation work, in scientific
and scientific applied terme

The dissertation work, submitted for reviewing, is devoted to studying the influence of
the activity of the business communities on the sustainable development of the regional
economy as a starting point of sustainable regional development.

In the conditions of dynamic development of the processes of convergence and
increasing the competitiveness of the economies of the European Union member states,
the question of preserving the regional diversity and the peculiarities of the regional
development in the individual countries, inevitably arises. The goal is to achieve
sustainability in the development of the regional economies, taking into account the
peculiarities and traditions in the socio-economic, cultural and territorial development of
these regions. However, the analyses show that there is a lack of policy papers, described
models, practices and indicators for assessing the influence, resources and potentialities
of the business communities in the processes of achieving sustainable development of
the regions.

On this basis it can be said that the topicality of the thesis is justified by four premises:

1. The importance of the problem for the sustainable development of the regional

economy for both society and business and the opportunities to identify significant
social, political and economic problems.

2. The increased role of the business and business communities in the process of
sustainable development of the regions, in the context of the need for investments
in innovation, technology, regional competitiveness, etc.

3. The possibilities for more effective use of models, practices and financial resources
from European funds aimed at regional development and the implementation of
regional policies in the field of sustainable development of the regional economy.



4. The need for in-depth scientific research of the potentialities of business
communities as a factor for sustainable development of the regional economy.
| express the opinion that the problem, developed in the dissertation work, as well as

its specific objectives, are highly relevant and significant in scientific and scientific-applied
terms.

2. Degree of knowledge of the state of the problem and creative interpretation
of the literary material

The doctoral student knows the state of the problem, which is the object of the study,
well. The dissertation work presents an in-depth literature review, which includes 105
sources, 20 of which electronic. Of the total number of sources, 9 are in Bulgarian and 76
- in Latin-based languages. It is noteworthy that the predominant number of sources are
scientific articles and publications, analyzing the considered problem and the issues,
arising from it in the recent years, which confirms the PhD student’s knowledge of the
current state of the problem.

Basic assumptions are examined and business models for sustainable development
of the regional economy are presented in the first chapter of the dissertation work. The
study is based on sufficient in volume, well-selected and systematized empirical material,
consistent with the aims and objectives of the research work.

The candidate’s professional experience in the field of local government as an expert
and director of a municipal enterprise (from 2009 to 2019) and as the executive director
of the NGO "Business for Plovdiv" is another proof of a good knowledge of the issues of
local government and of the business communities in the region of Plovdiv.

To summarize: Alexander Staykov knows the problems of the dissertation research
and, being fully aware of their current state, interprets the literary material well.

3. Compliance of the chosen research methodology to the aim and objectives
of the dissertation work

The methodology of the research, which is in line with the aim of the dissertation work,
is presented in its second chapter. The applied methods make it possible to show the role
and the influence of the business communities on the sustainable development of the
regional economy. Two models of the study, the doctoral student's own developments,
are presented in the work - a generalized and an operational model.

The described methodology and research models are a methodology and a model of
a successfully implemented analysis project.

The aim of the dissertation work is to study the role and work of business communities
as a key factor for sustainable development of the regional economy of Plovdiv region;
on this basis to develop a conceptual model for increasing their innovation activity.

The main thesis, defended in the dissertation work, is that the business communities
in the region o Plovdiv can be considered as a key factor for the sustainable
development of the regional economy.

To achieve the stated goal, the doctoral student sets himself tasks, aimed at:
systematizing the available theoretical knowledge about regional economies sustainable
development and the influence of business communities on it; analyzing the role of the



business communities for sustainable development of the regional economy; examining
models for business participation in the process of sustainable development of the
economy; developing a methodology for studying the influence of the activities of
business communities on the sustainable development of the regional economy;
developing a conceptual model for increasing the innovation activity of the business
communities.

The subject and the object of the study are logically related to the research thesis and
to the formulated aim and objectives of the work.

The PhD student uses in his research a set of methods and approaches - a systematic
and complex approach, the method of office research, a combination of quantitative and
qualitative methods, sociological research methods, in particular the survey method,
statistical methods for processing and analyzing information - descriptive analysis,
correlation analysis, graphical analysis, Pearson's x2 test to test hypotheses for the
presence of a relationship between categorical variables and others.

The results are shown in 5 tables and 21 figures.

| believe that the obtained resuits, conclusions and assessments are an objective
basis for achieving the aim and objectives of the research. The developed methodological

basis and approaches ensure the fulfilment of the goal and the tasks, set in the
dissertation work.

4. Brief analytical description of the nature of the material, on which the
contributions of the dissertation work are based, and assessment of its
credibility.

The structure of the dissertation work is consistent with the chosen methodology. The
project has a total volume of 170 pages and consists of: an introduction, three chapters,
a conclusion, a list of contributions, a list of used literature, and an appendix.

Through the presented theoretical justification in the first chapter, the doctoral
student’s skills to make a literature review, to work with normative documents, to show
the main essence of the key concepts are demonstrated. The presentation of the
theoretical material, the introduction to some theoretical-methodological problems of the
sustainable development of the regional economy, the nature and role of the development
of business communities — all this is an appropriate basis for the empirical research,
presented in chapters two and three.

The second chapter illustrates the competence of the doctoral student, allowing him
to analyze the role of the business communities in achieving sustainable development of
the regional economy. This chapter shows in a systematized form the methodology, the
used research approaches, the sources of information, the means, on whose base the
models for analysis and optimization of the processes aimed at the sustainable
development of the regional economy have been developed. A detailed description of the
survey method is presented, together with the semi-structured interviews, conducted to
study the opinion of businesses from the region of Plovdiv.

In the third chapter, the author presents the main business organizations in Plovdiv
region and a brief socio-economic profile of the region, which is an important factor in the
collection of empirical data and their analysis in the context of the study of the current
state of the regional economy, and a SWOT analysis of the region is made. A conceptual



model for the innovative activity and efficiency of the business communities is developed
on this basis.

The individual chapters end with conclusions, resulting from the research findings.

Fourteen (14) main barriers to sustainable development for the business in the region
of Plovdiv are systematized in the conclusion.

As a final result, it can be said that the doctoral student shows good skills, solid
practical knowledge and the ability to independently conduct scientific research and
formulate accurate conclusions and recommendations.

5. Scientific and scientific-applied contributions of the dissertation work

| accept the presented by the doctoral student reference for contributions, which can
be summarized and evaluated as scientific and scientific-applied ones.
A/ Scientific contributions:

1. Based on a thorough review and analysis of the theory in the field of regional
sustainable development and the influence of business communities on it, the main
concepts and categories have been systematized;

2. A working definition of the concept “business communities” has been proposed,;

3. A theoretical model has been presented, showing the relationship between the
creation of business communities and the sustainable development of the regional
economy.

4. A conceptual model for the organization of the innovation activity in business
communities has been developed and presented.

B/ Scientific and applied contributions:

1. By means of applying a complex comparative analysis and taking into account the
participation of the business communities, the possibilities for the development of
the regional economy have been assessed and shown;

2. The possibilities for improving the sustainable development of the region through
engaging the business in business communities have been well-grounded.

6. Assessment of the degree of personal involvement of the dissertation
student in the contributions

The doctoral student's professional experience in the field of local government and
business community management contributes to the high degree of his personal
involvement in the mentioned contributions.

7. Assessment of the publications on the topic of the dissertation work

Five articles, related to the topic of the dissertation work, have been published. Three
of them co-authored and two — independent, in Bulgarian. The total number of points from
these publications is 33.3, which meets the national minimum requirements for awarding
the educational and scientific degree "Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)" in the professional
field 3.7 Administration and Management.



8. Use of the results of the dissertation work in the scientific and social
practice

The results of the research have practical value and can be applied within the
activities of the business communities in the country to make them a significant factor for
the sustainable development of the regional economy.

9. Assessment of the compliance of the abstract with the requirements for
its preparation, as well as of the adequacy of reflecting the main points and the
contributions of the dissertation work.

The presented abstract contains a total of 32 pages of text, structured in 2 parts

with 3 chapters in the second part in accordance with the structure of the dissertation
work.

10. Opinions, recommendations and notes.

My complex assessment of the dissertation work is that it is a work in which a good
knowledge of the subject is shown, both from a theoretical point of view and from the
point of view of its practical applicability.

My recommendations are related to the popularization of the practical guidelines
and the specific proposals for turning business communities into a factor for sustainable
development of the regional economy of Plovdiv in other regions of the country.

Considering the high potential of the dissertation, | also recommend deepening the
future scientific research in the field of the development of business communities with a
view to supporting the sustainable development of the regional economies.

My only note is that the conclusion should more categorically present a conclusion,
declaring that the aim of the research has been achieved and outlining the main paths of
future development of the research.

11. Conclusion

Based on the performed analysis, | give with full conviction and unequivocally a
POSITIVE assessment of the developed dissertation work and propose to the honorable
members of the Scientific Jury to award to Alexander Staikov Staikov the educational and
scientific degree "Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)" in the higher education area 3. Social,
economic and law science, professional field: 3.7 Administration and management,
scientific specialty ,Economics and management “.
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